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VASSAR COLLEGE DROPS RACIAL BARRIERS

School fo

r Women

ans To Admit
Race Mtudents

28

O

The

NEW YORK., Dec.

last of the northern. famous

‘American women’s colleges, Vassar, at Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,
has announced that it will let down the color bar and admit
TRace students, according to official word from a delegation
from Hampton Institute, in Hampton, Va., last weels.

Members of the New York Hamp-+
ton club, numbering almost 109 in
nttendance, were present at the re-
ception st the Y. W, 0 A 137th
Bt and Tth Ave, en Menday night
to hear the news.

The delegates were Misses Thel-
ma  Willinmsoen, Nerwalk, Conna
Margarer Lamb, Norfoll, Va.: hoth
students, and Miss ¥, Fetell Thom-
as, assistant Jdean of women,  They
were guests of Vassar eoliege fram
Tueday afternoon uatil Eunday aft-
erneoesn.

. Attend Classes -

During their stay there thev at-
trended elnsses, disenssion gronpe.
teas and dinners, They nlse plays
eod cames, snw their first ire-slinting
nnd lLiecame acquainted with many
students, .

The delegates and the students
roreed that the foremast thing is
the acquaintance of the individual
with the history of the race. the
problems that face it in the present
econnmic worbi, and the culture of
the zrovp. “We mat white women.”
said the three de’ entes, “who knew
more ghont the Svegra than we our-
relves dil”

Misgs Thomas speie At a class on
1sbhar probieins and the sorial order
A again at o tea Saturday after-
noon. 2t which for the first time at
Vassar, acerrding te reports. sev-
eral representatives: Ilnee citizens
of Toughkeepsie wers Zuests.

At this function several students
nsked the calleze official

'« present if
1t wwould net be a wond thing ta have
a RNuace stugent at Vassar end Dr.
tienry Novle MeCracken, precident.
publicly sand that he thenght It

would be a very fine thing, and that
Vuassar is now “ready.”

“pr. McCracken made known that
during the past 29 years only two
colared applicants have tried to
enter Vassar.” Miss Thomas re-
kated, “and that they were not ad-
acholastic

niitted purely on
srounds.”

Mrs.. Bethune Is Guest

About 33 years ago. a Race girl
was  graduated but it was not

‘knewn she wis of our Race until

A day or two bhef{ore commenae-
nent,  Sinee then it is nst Known
that any other Nuce students have
attended.  Vassar was founded in
1561: iuition and residence costs
$1.200 a year and the enrollment fis
limite ™ to 1,159,
the o1 .ilment i= limited to 1,150,
“Amonyz the things that surprised
thie Vassar students,” Miss Willlam-
sun statesd, “is the fact that Negro
schools offer few e no courses In
labor probleins and other suhjects
in which Negroes as workers and a

minoritry  group should be con-
corned.”

The Tlampton greup left Tues-
day afternnon for Baltimore and

Hampton after visiting Wadio. City
and other places of interest,

Mary MelLeod Bethune, president
of Rothune-(‘rokman  college of
Daytona Reach, Fla., leading fem-
inist, spent a week end recentlv at
Vassar as the guest of Dr. Mc-
Cracken and Mrs. McCracken., anid
also spoke to college students in
wroups and individually . She, too.
deserves ploneering credit with
Hamuion.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




